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Coalition Decries Withholding of Report Damaging to Nuclear Industry

Groups, Security Experts Seek Meeting With Agency Heads

Harrisburg, Pa.  – The Nuclear Security Coalition (NSC), an alliance of 47 grassroots and public interest groups, charged the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) with jeopardizing public safety by blocking the release of  a safety and security report by  the National Academy of Sciences (NAS). The NSC said the report confirms the urgent need to lower the density of spent fuel pools packed with highly irradiated fuel rods at U.S power plants; including, Peach Bottom 2 & 3 (Delta), Limerick 1 & 2 (Pottstown), and Susquehanna 1 & 2 (Berwick). 

The urgency of taking action was highlighted this week by the disclosure of a recent report by the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the Department of Homeland Security, which found “the largely unregulated” area of general aviation remains particularly vulnerable.  An NRC report from October 2000 determined the “spent” fuel pools in certain reactor designs are especially prone to damage from a plane crash.  

Because spent fuel pools are considered among the highest impact targets for terrorism in the U.S., in late 2003 Congress ordered the National Academy of Sciences to study current storage methods for commercial spent nuclear fuel – and options to reduce risks.  A classified version of the report was completed last summer; insiders say it confirms concerns that enormous radioactive fires could result if waste pools were attacked. 

But the NRC has repeatedly sought revisions to a still-unreleased public version of the NAS study. In a today’s letter, Eric Epstein, Chairman of TMI-Alert, a safe-energy organization founded in 1977, stated, “We have concluded from the NRC’s response that spent fuel pools are not as ‘well-engineered’ and ‘robust’ as advertised. The National Academy must have gotten the ‘wrong answer’.”
The Coalition sent a letter to NRC today asking for a meeting directly with the five NRC Commissioners.  In part, the citizens want action on a petition filed with the NRC in August 2004 urging priority measures at 32 plants where spent fuel pools are located high inside buildings and surrounded only by thin roofs and walls. (Please refer to enclosed PDF file). Federal and state legislators as well as Attorneys General have sent letters of support for

The petition to the Commission.

There is growing national pressure on the NRC to lower the risk of attack on “spent” fuel pools, which contain far more radioactivity than do reactors, and are vulnerable to a variety of attacks by air or ground intruders.

In January, attorneys general from New York, California, Massachusetts and five other states pressed the NRC to increase plant protections, warning of “possibly unimaginable nuclear catastrophes” and emphasizing the need "to reflect the realities of 2005…terrorists may attack by air or water and in numbers greater than four."  That reference stems from NRC’s continued reliance on plant defenses designed against only small, land-based teams of attackers. 

The Coalition has recommended hardening spent fuel against attack – instead of keeping it in high-density pools. Epstein added, “ Increasing evidence that nuclear plants are terrorist targets, and warnings by non-governmental counter-terrorism experts that the U.S. will again be attacked, make increased plant security a priority.”

In a December 3 letter, the NRC requested that NAS spend “more time” on the study – in other words, delay issuing any report and subsequent required remedial action.   

Attached please find a copy of the list of airports within 10 miles of U.S. nuclear power stations which was submitted to the NRC Petition Review Board as supplemental information on the Nuclear Security Coalition petition for emergency enforcement action on the GE Mark I & II elevated irradiated fuel storage pond structural vulnerabilities to aircraft penetration and other modes of attack.
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